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Message from the Program Chair
 

Welcome to the first annual Raab multidisciplinary symposium in cancer care. Mary and 
Spencer Raab founded the division of hematology/oncology at ECU’s fledgling medical 
school in 1977. Together they developed the division into a robust clinical enterprise which 
has evolved to support an expansive region of 1.5 million people and a training program 
which graduates four hematology/oncology fellows per year. 

The purpose of this yearly symposium is to provide comprehensive and state of the art 
evidence-based data from each discipline involved in the care of a specific disease site. 
Featuring the insight of nationally recognized leaders from all disciplines combined with 
regional experts in the field, the focus of this year’s conference is malignant melanoma. Our 
intent is to provide you with treatment recommendations for common presentations during 
the speaker’s program and expert guidance for more challenging cases presented in the 
panel discussion at the end of the day. The Raab Professorship for Adult Oncology helps to 
fund this conference with the specific intent of continuing the legacy established by Mary and 
Spencer of improving care and outcomes of patients with cancer in eastern North Carolina. 

Target Audience
This conference has been planned for Oncologists, Ophthalmologists, Pathologists, 
Surgeons, Internal Medicine and Primary Care Providers, Nurse Practitioners, Physician 
Assistants, Nurses, Pharmacists and other health care providers involved in the  care of 
melanoma patients.

Spencer Raab, MD Mary Raab, MD



Course Content
Upon completion of this knowledge-based symposium, participants should 
have greater knowledge and understanding of strategies to integrate new 
developments in the following areas into practice:

Can We Really Cure Advanced Melanoma? 
Progress in the Immunotherapeutic and Targeted Treatment of 
Locoregional and Metastatic Melanoma 
• Examine the standard of care for different presentations of melanoma   

including heavy nodal burden and metastatic disease
• Review pivotal clinical trials in metastatic melanoma that are likely to 

make their way into clinical practice in the next 5 years 

A Distant Cousin:  Modern Concepts in Uveal Melanoma Management
• Describe predictive models of outcome for patients with ocular 

metastases
• Identify strategies for globe preservation 

Malignant Melanoma: Differential Diagnosis and Staging in 
Dermatopathology
• Review of the salient elements of the CAP-approved pathology report 

synoptic summary 
• Overview of the differential diagnosis for malignant melanoma

Role of Radiation Therapy in the Era of Immunotherapy
• Evaluate the role of radiation in the treatment of melanoma
• Review evidence from clinical studies for adjuvant use of radiation therapy

Melanoma Surgery in the 21st Century:  A Paradigm Shift is Underway
• Assess the role of surgery in metastatic melanoma 
• Discuss recent developments in surgical management of melanoma

Multidisciplinary Panel and Case Discussion
• Demonstrate the role of the multidisciplinary team through a case-based 

panel discussion
• Differentiate roles of the health care team in the coordination of patient 

care



Credit
Accreditation: This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
accreditation requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of The Brody School of Medicine of East 
Carolina University, Vidant Health, UNC Eshelman School of Pharmacy and Eastern AHEC 
Department of Nursing and Allied Health Education in association with Eastern Area Health 
Education Center. The Brody School of Medicine of East Carolina University is accredited by 
the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

Credit: The Brody School of Medicine of East Carolina University designates this live activity 
for a maximum of 6.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only those 
credits commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

Eastern AHEC Contact Hours: Certificates will also reflect 6.5 contact hours 

Continuing Education Credit:

Nurses: 6.5 CNE contact hours 
Eastern AHEC Department of Nursing and Allied Health Education is approved with distinc-
tion as an Approved Provider of continuing nursing education by the North Carolina Nurses 
Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Centers 
Commission on Accreditation.

Attendance of the entire program is required before credit is awarded. Participation will 
be verified by check in at the start of the program and initial out at the program’s con-
clusion. Certificates will be awarded after the participant completes the evaluation.

Pharmacists: 

  The University Of North Carolina Eshelman School Of Pharmacy is accredited  
  by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of 
  continuing pharmacy education. ACPE program 0046-9999-18-318-L01-P 
  provides 6.5 contact hours of continuing pharmacy education credit. To receive  
  CE credit, participants must verify attendance, and complete the evalution  
form(s) of this program. Participants must provide their name, email address, NABP e-Pro-
file ID, and date of birth (MMDD) to receive credit. Statements of credit can be viewed and 
printed in CPE Monitor in approximately 2 to 3 weeks. It is the participant’s responsibility to 
check CPE Monitor to verify credit has been uploaded. If credit is not shown please contact 
the provider. **No partial session credit will be given**                   



Agenda
 7:30 a.m.  Registration/Breakfast

 8:00 a.m.  Welcome/Overview
   Emmanuel Zervos, MD; Mary Raab, MD 

 8:15 a.m.  Can We Really Cure Advanced Melanoma? 
   Progress in the Immunotherapeutic and Targeted 
   Treatment of Locoregional and Metastatic Melanoma 
   Jeffrey S. Weber, MD, PhD

 9:15 a.m.  A Distant Cousin:  Modern Concepts in Uveal     
   Melanoma Management
   Prithvi Mruthyunjaya, MD, MHS 

10:15 a.m.  Break

10:30 a.m.  Malignant Melanoma: Differential Diagnosis and Staging in   
   Dermatopathology   
   Karyn Prenshaw, MD

11:30 a.m.  Role of Radiation Therapy in the Era of Immunotherapy 
   Bhishamjit S. Chera, MD

12:30 p.m.  Lunch

 1:30 p.m.  Poster Award

 1:45 p.m.  Melanoma Surgery in the 21st Century:  A Paradigm Shift   
   is Underway
   Vernon K. Sondak, MD

 2:45 p.m.  Multidisciplinary Panel and Case Presentation
   Moderator: Nasreen A. Vohra, MD 

 3:45 p.m.  Looking Ahead 
   Emmanuel Zervos, MD

 4:00 p.m.  Adjourn



Faculty
Program Director:

Emmanuel E. Zervos, MD
Professor and Chief
Division of Surgical Oncology
The Brody School of Medicine

Guest Faculty:

Jeffrey S. Weber MD, PhD
Deputy Director, Laura and Isaac Perlmutter Cancer Center
Professor of Medicine, NYU Langone Medical Center
New York, NY

Bhishamjit S. Chera, MD, MHS
Associate Professor
Associate Chair of Clinical Operations & Improvement
Director of Patient Safety and Quality
Department of Radiation Oncology
University of North Carolina School of Medicine
Chapel Hill, NC

Prithvi Mruthyunjaya, MD, MHS
Associate Professor of Ophthalmology
Director, Ocular Oncology Service
Director, Vitreo Retinal Surgery Fellowship
Stanford Byers Eye Institute
Stanford University Palo Alto, California

Vernon K. Sondak, MD
Chair, Department of Cutaneous Oncology
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center & Research Institute
Tampa, Florida
 
ECU Faculty:

Judy Koutlas, RN, MS, OCN
Manager, Oncology Navigation, Vidant Cancer Care

Karyn Prenshaw, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Pathology

Nasreen A. Vohra, MD
Assistant Professor, Surgical Oncology



Nearby Lodging
Candlewood Suites  1055 Waterford Commons Drive, Greenville, NC (252-317-3000)
Holiday Inn Express  900 Moye Blvd. Greenville, NC (252-754-8300)
Courtyard by Marriott  2225 Stantonsburg Road Greenville, NC (252-329-2900)

Registration Information
PREREGISTRATION AND FEE PAYMENT IS REQUIRED.  Advance payment of fee is 
necessary to guarantee space.  Registration fee includes educational sessions, breaks, lunch, 
and an e-syllabus.  

Registration Fees

$135.00 MD/DO/PhD/PharmD/Other Doctorates
$ 85.00  NP/PA/RN/Other Healthcare Professionals 
$ 50.00 Residents/Medical Students

By attending this event, I acknowledge that Eastern AHEC staff and/or their designees including news media 
may take general (not close-up) photos or videos of this event for marketing/publicity purposes, and I further 
allow my likeness to be used in this manner. If I do not wish to appear in these photos or videos, I understand 
that it is my responsibility to notify Eastern AHEC staff so my preference can be met.

Eastern AHEC Cancellation Policy  

Registration refunds, credit toward future Eastern AHEC learning activities, and substitutions are handled consistently for 
all Eastern AHEC continuing professional development (CPD) activities.

• To be eligible for a refund, cancellations MUST be emailed to easternahec@ecu.edu at least one week      
in advance of the activity. 

• No refunds will be given for cancellations less than one week prior to activity.  
• For continuing professional development activities canceled more than one week prior to continuing  

 professional development activity, 
 •   A $35.00 cancellation fee will be deducted from the refund, OR 
 •   The registrant may elect to apply the full amount toward a future BSOM/Office of CME   
      continuing professional development activity being held within one year, OR
•  Substitutions are welcome; advance notification encouraged. 

A letter of confirmation which includes a link to a map and e-syllabus will be emailed approximately one week 
prior to the program date. Please be sure that we have a current email address for you upon registration in 
order to receive all follow-up course information.  Hard copies will not be available.  Please see registration 
information for further details.

You may make any changes to your contact information by visiting MYAHEC at http://my.ncahec.net/.  
My AHEC will allow you to set up an account to update personal information at any time as well as track your 
credit record.
  
Americans with Disabilities Act

Individuals requesting accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) should 
contact the Department of Disability Support Services at (252) 737- 1016 (V/TTY) at least five business 
days prior to the program.

Please be sure to bring a sweater or jacket for your comfort throughout the symposium.

For further assistance, please call Angie Campbell at 252.744.5208 or email at mcarthura@ecu.edu.

Registration is available 
online at 

www.easternahec.net

http://easternahec@ecu.edu
mcarthura@ecu.edu
www.easternahec.net

